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Paris in the time, they were relatively safe. Measures
had not been taken by the police and they were not
likely to have been asked any questions. But they
went to Fontainebleau and there took return tickets to
Evian, on the Lake of Geneva, slavishly following the
route by which they had arrived. They explained after-
wards that they took return tickets in order to divert
suspicion. No one paid the least attention to them.

The midnight train for Geneva carried them away
and in a second-class carriage Pospichil and Raitch
counted and watched the names of the stations. Raitch
had a notebook in which the names of the stations were
scribbled in pencil. It was not their intention to go as
far as the frontier station of Evian for which they had
tickets, but to descend at a station before and get across
the Lake of Geneva by boat. Pospichil got out his
compass, which he had bought in Paris, and assured
himself that it was working. The two men studied a
map of Switzerland. They would cross Switzerland
partly on foot, partly by car. The compass would be
of most use when it came to dodging the frontier guards
and slipping into Italy.

But luck was against them. There happened to be
a certain M. Petit, chief of the special frontier police,
Annemasse-Geneva, who had made a hobby of studying
terrorists, especially those of Pavelitch's gangs. About
6 p.m. his wife telephoned him at Annemasse that she
had heard on the wireless that King Alexander had been
assassinated. He telephoned for confirmation to the
French consul at Geneva, Geneva said that both the
King and M. Barthou had been killed. Then M, Petit,
on his own responsibility, telephoned all the police posts
in his department to be on the look-out for suspicious-
looking foreigners. He said he was at once sure that
the assassin at Marseilles had not acted alone. It was,
nevertheless, remarkable that he took such rapid action,
there being no possibility of accomplices getting from
Marseilles to the Swiss frontier before the following day.